
Minutes of the second Annual 

General Meeting (AGM) for the 

proposed Charlton 

Neighbourhood Forum 
 

AGM held on Saturday 27 November 2021 at 11:00 

In the Long Gallery, Charlton House, Charlton Village 

Whilst there were over 21 people attending, not all were full members with voting rights therefore the 

meeting was not quorate.  All those attending signed into the meeting, however this register is not 

included in the Minutes for data protection reasons.  Names of individuals included in these Minutes are 

those presenting at the meeting, and Members standing in the election of Officer and Committee 

positions, including Members that have nominated and seconded the nomination. 

Attached to these Minutes at Appendix 1 is the PowerPoint presentation, which is also on the website. 

1 Welcome 

The current Chair Clare Loops opened the meeting by welcoming those attending and outlined the 

agenda for the meeting, which was included in a PowerPoint presentation. 

2 Chair’s Report 

Clare gave an update on progress by Charlton Forum since the last AGM.  The key points noted were: 

i) COVID-19 restrictions hampered the work of the Forum, preventing face to face recruitment of 

members 

ii) nevertheless work continued on preparing the submission of the application for designation of 

the Forum and Area 

iii) the application has been received by Royal Borough of Greenwich (RBG) and the consultation 

has started (Wed 24 Nov) and will run till Friday 14 January 2022 

iv) information on the response to the consultation has been posted by RBG and we will circulate 

on social media, via newsletters etc 

v) attendees were reminded of the Area for adoption 

Q and A on Chair’s report 

Question 1: What can attendees do to promote the consultation?  

Response: Promote the link to the consultation, which is on RBG’s website, through constituent 

groups and networks, and let your neighbours and work colleagues know about it. 

Comment: It was noted that this is the fourth application to RBG for a Neighbourhood Forum, with 

Lee Forum (also within Lewisham) and Moorings Forum having been designated, and Deptford 

Forum refused.  Lewisham has five designated forums. 

Question 2: What has been learnt in preparing the application?  

Response: The Charlton Forum working party made contact with other Forum groups across 

London, the most helpful being the Lee Forum.  They provided information via a workshop on 

preparing the submission and in targeting engagement with the business community.  
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Question 3: What is the relationship between Charlton Together (CT) and the Charlton Forum, given 

there is overlap in their areas of work. 

Response: Charlton Forum’s working group mapped across the membership of CT and will in future 

provide a legislative basis for the some of the existing work undertaken by CT.  Charlton Forum will 

enhance this work by complementing the existing expertise in CT as if adopted; it will be able to draw 

down central Government funding to pay for consultancy advice.  In addition it will have a statutory 

role in the planning process that currently cannot be achieved through CT.  CT will continue to 

represent its constituent groups and report back to them as independent bodies.  

Question 4: There doesn’t appear to be anywhere on the consultation link where you can make 

comments on the application.  The consultation is difficult to find on the website.  

Response: We will check and take this up with RBG.  The consultation will be publicised by the 

Council in the next edition of Greenwich Info.  Attendees were reminded to circulate the link widely 

and encourage, through their networks, as strong response in favour of the application.  

Comment: We should attract more members via regular main shots, page in Greenwich Info 

3 Treasurer’s Report (HB) 

The current Treasurer Helen Brown gave a short update on the finances of Charlton Forum: 

i) Charlton Forum’s current status is a constituted body but we do not have a bank account.  A 

bank account will be required once Charlton Forum has been approved by Royal Borough of 

Greenwich as we will be eligible for funding and can apply for grants. 

ii) Accounts to date are that we are £150 in debt.  Our costs so far have been paid by individual 

Officers and Members including the Charlton Society.  Charlton Forum’s main costs were for the 

initial setting up of the Charlton Forum website including registering the domain name and the 

purchase of a website design tool (Word Press).  There are annual charges associated with 

these products.  Records are being kept so that these monies can be reimbursed at a later date. 

iii) Charlton Forum may be in debt but we are rich in support from personal loans and in positive 

active support.  The Officers would like to thank our generous Members for all their help and the 

strong support from the Charlton Society. 

4 Short break 

As refreshments had been served prior to the start of the meeting, it was agreed by those present to 

carry on through the remaining items. 

5 Application for formal designation 

Clare went through the PowerPoint slide on Charlton Forum’s submission to RGB and the public 

consultation and process by RBG.  Discussion was held on the benefits of designation should we be 

successful, and the development of a Neighbourhood Plan.  People were encouraged to respond and to 

circulate the information on the public consultation through their local networks. 

6 The AGM election of officers and committee 

Clare explained that, as per the follow-up email sent out to the membership prior to the AGM and in line 

with the constitution, people could put themselves forward for nomination for any of the Officer positions 

(of which there are four), or for a Committee position (of which there are a minimum of 11) in advance of 

the AGM or at the AGM itself.  It was noted that voting for the nominated members would not happen at 

the AGM, but afterwards, through a secure online voting app sent out to all members eligible to vote. 
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The current Secretary Brenda Taggart came to the front and worked through the list of those that had put 

themselves forward in advance, seeking, from voting members, proposals and seconds for each.  When 

this list was exhausted, nominations were sought from voting members present at the AGM.  Below is 

the full list of those duly nominated.   

[Please note that this list has been edited since the AGM to contain only eligible members for 

nominations, proposers, and seconders (those that live or work in the area and registered for 

membership prior to the AGM) and not co-opted members.] 

The following were nominated to office unopposed: 

Officer/ committee 

position 

Nominated Proposed/seconded 

Chair Clare Loops Proposed by Brenda Taggart; Seconded by Jane Bland 

Vice Chair Paul Chapman Proposed by Brenda Taggart; Seconded by Clare Loops 

Treasurer Helen Brown Proposed by Brenda Taggart; Seconded by Gary Parker 

Secretary  Brenda Taggart Proposed by Clare Loops, Seconded by Linda Pound 

1. Committee Suzanne Hunt Proposed by Ruth Dodson, Seconded by Carol Kenna 

2. Committee Jane Bland Proposed by Jonathan Sanders, Seconded by Helen Brown 

3. Committee Carol Kenna Proposed by Ruth Dodson, Seconded by Jane Bland 

4. Committee Dave Picton Proposed by Gary Parker, Seconded by Linda Pound 

5. Committee David Gayther Proposed by Clare Loops, Seconded by Brenda Taggart 

6. Committee Rick Newman Proposed by Ruth Dodson, Seconded by Jane Bland 

7. Committee Lindsay Barnett Proposed by Brenda Taggart, Seconded by Rick Newman 

8. Committee Philip Connolly Proposed by Brenda Taggart, Seconded by Jane Bland 

9. Committee Roden Richardson Proposed by Helen Brown,  Seconded by Carol Kenna 

10. Committee Ruth Dodson Proposed by Baljinder Dhesi, Seconded by Paul Chapman 

11. Committee Richard Guningham Proposed by Helen Brown, Seconded by Linda Pound 

12. Committee David Gardner Proposed by Jane Bland, Seconded by Helen Brown 

13. Committee Gary Parker Proposed by Jane Bland, Seconded by Helen Brown 

7 Close 

Clare thanked everyone for their attendance.  The meeting was adjourned by the Chair at 12.40. 
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